
 
May 

 

Theme: 530 Ignatian Theology, Spirituality, and Jesuit Higher Education, 
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General Description 

This meeting helps participants process the material from the 530 online workshop entitled 

“Ignatian Theology, Spirituality, and Jesuit Higher Education” and to think more deeply about 

how Ignatian “theology” and Ignatian spirituality engage higher education culture. 

 

Purposes of this meeting  

1) To support the participant in their learning during workshop 3, including an exploration 

of intersections among:  

a. Ignatian spirituality engaging culture, resulting in what might be called “Ignatian 

theology.”  

b. Ignatian theology engaging academic culture, resulting in the Jesuit college or 

university in which the disciplines and departments work to identify that which 

advances (or deters) human flourishing. 

c. The Jesuit College or university engaging student formation, resulting in “men and 

women for and with others.” 

2) To enable participants to think more deeply about the distinctiveness of Jesuit, Catholic 

education, particularly with regard to its relationship to the world. 

3) To allow participants to recognize, discuss, and begin to take positions on points of 

tension or conflict among the institution’s identity as: (a) a college or university, (b) 

Catholic, and (c) Jesuit. 

4) To help participants prepare for retreat. 

Suggested Agenda 

1) After a period of greeting, invite the participants to share what they have learned  

from the 530 online workshop, “Ignatian Theology, Spirituality, and Jesuit Higher 

Education.” To explore their experience, you may want to ask things like:        

a. Do you see connections between this and previous workshop material? 

b. Do you recognize any creative tensions present on our campus as discussed in the 

material for the workshop (e.g., tensions between faith and culture, science and 

religion, the Church and the world)? 

2) To what extent am I (or is my institution) focused in on ourselves rather than outward 

toward the world and other cultures? 

3) To what extent do I/we make decisions out of fear rather than “allowing the Spirit to 

charge through to a new reality” as described by Eileen Burke-Sullivan? 

4) What insights or questions arise when considering how one might describe what is meant 

by doing theology in an “Ignatian key?” 



5) How good of a job do we do in bringing the disciplines and departments together from 

what might be called an “Ignatian theological horizon?”   

6) Reminder: Mission Project Designs are due to the ICP office by June 15.  See Mission 

Project Tab in this, or in participants ICP Binder under Mission Project.      

7) Finally, help them to prepare for their Magis silent retreat particularly encouraging them 

to unwind and power down (electronically and other) as much as possible beforehand and 

while attending, and to become as available to the full experience as much as they are 

able.   

 

Note: To ease some of the concerns that one may have in attending a “silent retreat” and 

for several days, it may be helpful to share with them, as we do in the ICP office that the 

director more accurately describes this event as a “mostly” silent retreat. Meaning, that 

during their time on retreat, their silent times will be offset by  

 Listening to a talk each day,  

 Speaking with their spiritual director each day,  

 Participating in evening group sharing and,  

 Enjoying some social time with other colleagues.  

 

The Magis retreat, like all other ICP events, is designed to increase one’s intellectual 

understanding of Ignatian Spirituality, provide an opportunity to have a personal experience of 

this and how it might play out in one’s own reality, and to deepen relationships with other 

Ignatian Colleagues. 

 


