
 

October (2nd Years) 

Theme: 530 Workshop: Catholicity and Jesuit Higher Education 
 

Meeting type: Group 

 

General Description 

The general purpose of the meetings is to help participants process the material from the 550 

Workshop entitled, Catholicity and Jesuit Higher Education. This workshop helps situate the 

530 Workshop material of considering Ignatian spirituality and theology in an “Ignatian key” 

into the broad and rich tradition of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition and Catholic Social 

Teaching.  Our hope is that participants better understand how aspects of Jesuit higher education 

fit into the larger context of Catholic higher education. Note: this workshop is often one of the 

more challenging ones for participants so extra attention and discussion may be needed. 

 

Purposes of this meeting 

1) To support the participant in her/his learning during Workshop 5, including the          

exploration of: 

a. The Catholic Intellectual Tradition—broadly and dynamically understood and 

within Catholic Higher Education. 

b. How an attitude of appreciation for the breadth and depth of the Catholic faith 

tradition, as opposed to one of suspicion, can be fruitful for our work, even as it is 

wrought with tensions and challenges. 

c. The notion of “catholicity” understood as “whole-making” as a way of structuring 

our understanding of what we seek to do in higher education.   

d. To allow participants to recognize, discuss, and learn how better to navigate some 

of the tensions that exist around the Catholic identity of our increasingly 

pluralistic institutions. 

2) To enable participants to think more deeply about Catholic Social Teaching and its 

implications for our institutions. 

3) To allow participants to think about and discuss the relationship between the local 

Church (and its bishop) and their home institution. 

 

Suggested Agenda 

1) To begin, invite the participants to share what they have learned in the fifth workshop.  

What insights and questions emerged for them during the workshop? 

 

 

 

 



2) Next, take some time to explore their experience of their home institution as a Catholic 

institution of higher education. You may want to discuss things like:  

a. How do you understand and experience the Catholic nature of our institution? 

b. What are some points of tension on our campus around our Catholic identity?  

Has anything in the workshop helped you understand this tension better? 

c. How might aspects of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition assist your engagement 

with others who inquire about any added value a Catholic institution provides? 

d. What aspects of Catholic Social Teaching are most challenging for you? What 

might be some of the implications of Catholic Social Teaching on one’s campus? 

e. How do we understand “Church” in our common parlance? 

f. What contributions do we make to the Church and the world as a university?  

 


